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Midwest Academy inspires and equips students with learning
differences to achieve their potential by providing a progressive
educational enviornment fostering academic achievement,
self-acceptance, personal growth, and individual accountability.

We serve students in grades 4-12 in need of a small classroom
enviornment, those living with school anxiety, students with
ADD/ADHD, learning differences, and high functioning autism.

Schedule your tour today!

Visit us at www.mymwa.oxg or call 317-843-9500
1420 Chase Court, Carmel, IN 46032
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2016 INDY’S SPECIAL
CHILD RESOURCE FAIR

elcome to the 2016 Indy’s Special

Child Resource Fair! Midwest

Academy is pleased to partner with
Indy’s Child Parenting Magazine and Indy’s
Special Child for this event’s inaugural year.

| invite you to explore all that today’s event has to offer and
hope that you find it informative and helpful as you seek out
resources for your child.

The term “special child” applies to so many different
challenges a child may face.

At Midwest Academy, we serve children with a variety of
learning differences, such as high functioning autism, ADD/
ADHD, dyslexia, and school anxiety. Our wonderful learning
community is designed to provide students in grades

4-12 with opportunities for academic success, personal
development and social/emotional growth. Midwest offers a
family-centered environment that thrives because of strong
partnerships between school and home, strong student-
teacher relationships and a student-embraced, inclusive
atmosphere.

While students are the center of our community, our teachers are at the heart of what we do. The faculty
embraces each student, leading them to see their strengths, develop resilience and grit as they overcome
personal obstacles, and develop a path for learning and life after Midwest. We are truly a school that
changes the lives of students who previously could not succeed in more traditional, or less flexible settings.

On behalf of Midwest Academy, enjoy the Indy’s Special Child Resource Fair and have a wonderful day!

Sincerely,
&, _ ¢
Kevin R. Gailey

Head of School
Midwest Academy
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INCINNATI
HILDREN’S

upport and family participation in research are criti-

cal to putting all the pieces together. Individuals with

autism and their families play a vital role in advancing

understanding about autism. Such participation will
help move forward advances in improving the diagnosis and
treatment of autism. Families are the only ones that can offer
vital information about autism that can’t be obtained in any other
way. Dr. Craig Erickson, Dr. Logan Wink, Dr. Ernest Pedapati
and Dr. Kelli Dominick are national leaders in autism research.
The Behavioral and Developmental Neuropsychiatry Research
Team (BDNR) at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
(CCHMC) work with families both clinically and through autism
research to improve the understanding and treatment of autism.
Their team is involved with new cutting edge research in genet-
ics, studies of factors in human blood that predict risk of autism,
and in new treatment development. Their work may lead to the
development of better, more precise early life tests that will lead
to earlier interventions and individualized therapies and improve
long term out comes for individuals with autism and their fami-
lies. There is momentum in the field of autism research includ-
ing social skills interventions, individualizing medications, and
diagnostic developments. Family involvement can be as simple
as enrolling in a project online to coming in for 3 or 4 visits over
several months. Families and individuals can choose their level
of participation and decide which projects work best for their
family.

Cincinnati Children’s is one of 21 sites involved in the Simon’s
Foundation’s SPARK project. Families that participate in SPARK
can enroll online and provide samples from their own home.
SPARK aims to recruit 50,000 individuals with professionally
diagnosed autism nationwide and, when possible, their bio-
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logical parents which will make it the largest genetic research

in the U.S. The mission of SPARK is simple: to ignite research

at an unprecedented scale to improve lives by advancing our
understanding of autism. This first of its kind study is designed
to encourage all in the autism community to participate. Regis-
tering for SPARK can be done entirely online, in the convenience
of one’s home at no cost at www.SPARKforAutism.org/Cincinna-
tiChildrens. Unlike other studies of autism genetics, DNA will be
collected and analyzed using saliva kits shipped to participants’
homes, making the process less intrusive and more convenient
for families and adults on the autism spectrum. Families have
the option to receive the genetic results if any links to autism are
found in their saliva sample.

Cincinnati Children’s is also a part of the CAMP-01 metabo-
lome project which enrolls 18 month to 48 month olds with a
goal to determine biomarkers in the blood that, if successful,
will lead to an earlier individualized diagnosis.. An early diag-
nosis means early intervention including speech, occupational,
and social skills therapy. This is extremely important in the long
term outcome for individuals with autism. The visit includes
developmental testing and the Autism Diagnostic Observation
Schedule (ADOS). Families are able to receive the results of the
developmental testing and ADOS and discuss the results with a
specialist during the visit. They are also compensated $100 for
time and travel.

The science is complicated but the solution is simple-get as
much information about autism as possible and use it to im-
prove the outcome together. Families have the opportunity to
participate in research projects that best fit their family.

CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S
513-636-0523
AUTISM@CCHMC.ORG



We are Damar.
. . =
Remarkable people. Remarkable results.

We support people facing life’s greatest challenges, including intellectual & developmental
disabilities and autism. We’re parents. We’re caretakers. We're friends.

Know someone with autism? Order a free autism toolkit online: damar.org/aba.

DAMAR

Remarkable people. Remarkable results.
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LITTLE STAR
CENTER

‘ ‘ hen parents hear an autism diagnosis from a
doctor it’s overwhelming. Most parents don’t
know where to go and what to do. | know, as

my son was diagnosed at age 3. That’s when
Applied Behavior Analysis became an integral part of our lives,”
says Mary Rosswurm, executive director of Little Star Center.

Little Star Center is a non-profit therapeutic ABA facility offering
in-home and center-based therapy along with transition and
community programs for children and their families. Founded in
2002 in Carmel, Ind., there are now six Little Star Center facili-
ties in Indiana (Carmel, Bloomington, Lafayette, West Lafayette,
Clarksville and Newburgh). Little Star Center is known for its
family first philosophy.

“Our tagline is, ‘Where kids with autism learn to live in the world.
Where parents learn they’re not alone.” and we take that liter-
ally,” says Rosswurm. “Our team is not only among the most
skilled and experienced, they are the most caring and profes-
sional team working with children and families in the state.”

The Little Star Center team offers three levels of programming
for young children to teens designed for their skill level, needs
and interest. In Indianapolis, an in-home program also is offered.
The team provides community-based programs as well.

What is ABA?

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is a widely recognized and

safe therapy for autism. The U.S. Surgeon General endorses

the therapy, which helps a person affected by autism to live a
fulfilling life. Behavior analysis is scientifically validated and used
to understand behavior and how the environment affects it.
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Autism services with a family-first philosophy

On a practical level, the principles and methods of behavior
analysis have helped many different kinds of learners acquire
many different skills — from healthier lifestyles to the mastery of
language. Since the 1960s, therapists have been using behavior
analysis to help children with autism and related developmental
disorders.

Effective ABA therapy is not one size fits all. Little Star Center
learners receive individualized therapy plans and parents receive
regular updates. Our team boasts one of the highest numbers

of Board Certified Behavior Analysis (BCBA) of any center in
Indiana.

What to look for in an ABA Center.

“Parents who have just received an autism diagnosis and con-
tact us for the first time have a lot of questions. We expect that
and are ready to provide as much support as possible,” says
Victoria Blessing-Wade, family services director. She is also a
parent of a teenager with autism.

Blessing-Wade is the first point of contact for families calling
Little Star Center for services. She welcomes them to the center,
provides a tour and guides families through the insurance pro-
cess. She answers questions that can include what is a BCBA,
why is ABA therapy considered the gold standard, how does the
insurance process work and more.

“We know this is an overwhelming time for families trying to not
only cope with the diagnosis, but also decide what course of
action to take that’s best for their child. It’s why we work in part-
nership—to provide peace of mind,” says Blessing-Wade.

LITTLE STAR CENTER
317-249-2242
WWW.LITTLESTARCENTER.ORG



Dreams Are The Stuff Life’s Made Of

verything we do at Noble starts with your dreams because
that is where it all begins for you and your family. We are
committed to offering the services and resources that will
help you achieve those dreams. Whether it's First Steps Early
Intervention Therapies or our Summer Camps, you can count on
Noble to help you along the way. To learn more, visit us today at

www.mynoblelife.org or give us a call at 317-375-2700.

N
.Q L] o
© Community Resource Fair
Saturday, Nov. 12 Noble
317.375.2700

9:30 am - noon www.mynoblelife.org

. . R
Dl"eam lt lee lt Noble East (7701 E. 21st St., Indianapolis) j.capps@mynoblelife.org

o o SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA
AL AN

J {
. pecial Olympics Indiana is a not-for-profit organization that provides year-round sports
training and athletic competition in more than 20 Olympic-type sports for children and
“ adults with intellectual disabilities, reaching nearly 12,000 athletes across Indiana. Special

Olympics Indiana is part of the international network of accredited Special Olympics
Programs that reaches more than 3 million athletes with intellectual disabilities worldwide.

Special

B’ - MISSION
ymp'cs To provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for
. children and adults with intellectual disabilities, offering them continuing opportunities to develop
fﬂdfanﬂ physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and

friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA
(317) 328-2000
www.soindiana.org
information@soindiana.org

BACA'S

29 )\ O EARLY INTERVENTION

High quality, intensive ABA programs overseen
by Ph.D. behavior analysts

Facilities located in Fishers, Zionsville and Elkhart

For more information, contact Colin Clayton at
317-436-8961 or cclayton@thebaca.com

B ARC AA]

BEHAVIOR AMALYSIS CENTER FOR AUTISM

WWW.THEBACA.COM
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JOSEPH MALEY FOUNDATION

he Joseph Maley Foundation is a nonprofit organization with the mission to “serve children
o 3 of all abilities.” The Foundation accomplishes this through seven programs: disABILITY
‘:“ OSG ‘M ‘e Awareness, JMFriends Puppet Troupe; Health through Outreach, Personal Perspectives
@P \ a and Engagement (HOPE), Service Day, JMFitness, JMFamily Advocacy, and Love Remains.
, Respectively, these programs promote awareness of disabilities; engage individuals in advocacy and
" O U ﬂéaa‘j-\l O Q understanding of physical, mental, and emotional health; facilitate service-learning opportunities;
= offer inclusive and adaptive athletics; bridge families and schools throughout the Individualized

Education Program (IEP) process; and provide resources for families navigating the difficult journey
of infant loss. For more information, please contact Allison Boyll at aboyll@josephmaley.org or visit
our website at www.josephmaley.org.

JOSEPH MALEY FOUNDATION
(317)313-5322
www.josephmaley.org
aboyll@josephmaley.org

E WE PUT THE
RECORDS " PIECES TOGETHER

Protect your child’s future,and get the resources you need.

CALL TODAY

for a FREE Consultation

317-634-8565

visit us online for more info

LAW OFFICE PC. WWW.HANKEYLAW.COM

Experience. Compassion. Justice.

DISABILITY & AUTISM
SERVICES OF INDIANA

ASI has proudly served Indiana families since 2008. Our mission is to provide the highest

& quality ABA Therapy and supporting Speech Therapy to children with Autism in their natural
DISABILITY & AUTISM environments. DASI specializes in outreach ABA Therapy services for children ages two
SERVICES OF INDIANA to twenty-two. We utilize the most effective research-based 1:1 behavioral interventions,

& specialize in maximizing learning opportunities & outcomes. With over 75 years of combined
experience, our families choose DASI because of the care and specialized services we provide. With
center locations in Fishers & Greensburg, we offer in home, school, clinic & community based ABA
Therapy.

DISABILITY AND AUTISM SERVICES OF INDIANA
(812) 663-2273

www.dasikids.com

info@dasikids.com
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*arten's Plsy Place®

Adaptive Play for all kids ,

CARTER’S
PLAY PLACE

arter’s Play Place is alive and hopping with children
bouncing on the trampoline and gliding by on the 40’
indoor zip line. Several more children are playing with
the train table and in the sensory table bins.

“At Carter’s Play Place, we designed this gym with the specific
needs of children of all abilities in mind.” Adam Meents, co-own-
er, has been working tirelessly over the last year with his fellow
co-owners Joseph Blamer and Brandon Warren to make this
dream a reality. “The idea was born out of the inspiration | have
for my autistic son, Carter, and the ambition to do more for our
local special needs community in central Indiana.”

The design of the gym is unique. “My son is an eloper so we
wanted to make sure our gym was set up to keep the kids’ in

a secure area where the parents, caregivers, and staff have a
peace of mind.” As soon as you walk in and before you enter the
gym area, a swinging gate is present just for that purpose. The
gym area is nestled in an area where there is plenty of natural
light with all the windows. The windows are also tinted enough
to keep the gym from being too bright. “We fell in love with this
space because it invites the kids to stay in the main area where
all our featured attractions are. The kids do not want to leave
even the elopers. We see more kids tearing up when it is time for
them to leave.”

The gym also has a separate party room, multi-purpose room,
and quiet room. “The thinking behind the rooms was to be able
to host birthday parties, have another room for various classes,
and a small room in the back away from the action if a child in
our gym becomes overstimulated. Our multi-purpose room is
really turning into a toddler play area.”

New kids’ sensory gym in Westfield

The new stainless steel-themed Melissa & Doug play kitchen,
accessories, toy instruments, and large rug adds a nice touch to
this new toddler area.

Walking towards the party room, the strong scent of popcorn
fills the air. “We offer free popcorn and coffee to all of our
guests. | have fond memories of a child going out to a particular
restaurant that would always give us free popcorn as an appetiz-
er. Not everything in a business needs to be add-on. We believe
in treating our customers like gold.” They even have a couch
and love seat under a sign that reads, “Parent’s Recess.” Throw
in free Wi-Fi access and the adults have quite a lounge to hang
outin.

The gym area has a nice comfortable one-inch thick matting
under all the equipment. Carter’s Play Place has a large Spring
Free trampoline, 40’ indoor zip line with crash pit, large 20°x24’
steel swing apparatus equipped with bolster, cuddle, platform,
curvy, hammock swings just to name a few. A steamroller slide
and several other fun toys like the two spin discs up front. “We
thought hard about what equipment we wanted in our gym.
Safety was our first priority as you can tell by looking at how our
steel swing apparatus is completely welded together and our
trampoline is the safest one they manufacture. Also, our zip line
holds up to 400 lbs.”

“At Carter’s Play Place, we set out to build an oasis for the local
special needs community open seven days a week. We want to
be more than just a recreational sensory gym -- we want to be a
resource center for the community. Our slate is still fairly blank
and that is a good thing. We are entertaining hosting a lot of
different events: parents night out, playdates, birthday parties,
and are open for suggestions.”

CARTER’S PLAY PLACE
317.763.1568
CARTERSPLAYPLACE.COM
CPP@CARTERSPLAYPLACE.COM
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Autism Intervention

Services
ABA Therapy

f 8

unockingmespecem UNIOCKiNG The Spectrum’LC cursaeaniersey

OPENING THE DOOR TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE

HELPING CHILDREN WITH AUTISM REACH THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL

NOW ENROLLING!
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

General Information
(855) INFO-UTS
info@unlockingthespectrum.com

Indianapolis: 8646 Guion Rd
Columbus/Seymour: 322 Dupont Dr, Ste C
Terre Haute: 3464 South 4th St
Bloomington: 417 S Clarizz Bivd

WWW. UnlockmgTheSpectrum com
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SpecialCare*

‘l ' Children’s TherAplay
}fd‘l‘ The Children's TherAplay Foundation, Inrp y

One of the few clinics in the country
specializing in physical and occupational
therapies on horseback (hippotherapy) for

children with special needs.

In-network with most major insurance
carriers, including Indiana Medicaid.

Conveniently located in Carmel, Indiana.

(317) 872-4166 » www.childrenstheraplay.org

MASSMUTUAL: SPECIAL CARE

r MassMutual

FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Partners Group

pecial Care is focused on helping plan for the future of your loved one with
Special Needs with a unique perspective through experience as both an advisor
and parent. Special Care assists with Legal Issues, including, Wills, Special

Needs Trusts & Guardianship. Financial Issues, such as Special Needs Trust Funding,

ABLE Act, Medicaid, Waivers and SSI/SSDI; Family Issues, such as Letter of Intent, a
Caregiver Guide.

MassMutual: Special Care
(317) 567-2005
www.gordonfhomes.com
ghomes@financialpg.com

StJoseph £

Institute for the Deaf

If your baby is deaf and you would like
them to learn to listen and speak...
we can help.

Parent
and
Professional
Education

Mainstream
Pre-K Services
and

Primary
School
(ages 3 - 8)

9192 Waldemar Road ¢ Indianapolis, IN 46268
(317) 471-8560 » www.sjid.org
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Take a New Look at Easterseals Crossroads

“reasterseals :
e | Live | Learn | Work | Play | Act

taking on dizability together

i

eastersealscrossroads.org

Access Behavior Analysis blends
the proven practices of speech,
language, and ABA therapies into
one powerful treatment plan for
autism. Learn more about our
innovative approach to ABA
therapy at www.accessba.com.

(317)-802-7447

Access "

B E HAVIO R ANALYS I S info@accessba.con

Fishers Pediatric Dentistry is
changing the dental experience
for both you and your child.

From our playful beach-themed atmosphere to our
comforting therapy deg, Pearly, you and your child
will feel at ease the moment you step into our office.
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In-Network:
Q Aetna, BCBS,

Building
Brighter Futures for Autism

www.AppliedBehaviorCenter.org K3
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Indoor Track, and Group Fltness cla ore: 0116 mlles of trails nearby

1235 Central Park Drive East, Carmel I 317 848.7275 | carmelclayparks.com
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